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the life of Wu Hsun was re- 
me a box-office hit wherever 
wever the Communists alleged 
pagating the bourgeois idea of 
tly, volumes were published de- 
eformist as well as the motion- 
One of the major criticisms 
no conception of the class 
have the proletarian point of 


ng pattern of thinking among 
Communists early chose the 
formerly Chinese ambassador 
a specific target. Hu Shih, 
prominent leader of the 

yr and after World War I, 
symbol of bourgeois ideolo- 
tionary and an agent of im- 
llectuals in the country were 
isms of Hu Shih and to show 
were unacceptable to the new 
ll-known educator had to re- 
Hu Shih three different times in 


munusts 
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iat of the Chinese Writers Union resolved on 
1954, in Peking to reorganize the Wen Yi 
and direct the new editors to cor- 

es of the journal.’ 
irst organized discussion of Yu's 
Dream of the Red Chamber was 


lassical Literature Department of the 


Union in Peking on October 24, 1954 


writers and artists attended the meeting 


newsmen and other onlookers also pres 
sted seven hours, listened to 

criticizing Yu's idealistic viewpoint 

Ihe presidium of the China 

and Art and the presidium 
ght joint meetings from Octo- 
to discuss Yu’s approacl 

i¢ novel 
press published numerous articles 
who participated in the meetings 
-po All the articles condemned Yu 
and idealistic viewpoint, but the 

him to a better-known advocat 


ideology 


Yu was described as a fol- 

As one writer admitted, “although 

d a dominant position in our intel 

liberation, Hu Shih’s influence in the 

literature has remained undiminished 
seriousness of the problem.’ 

his erroneous ideology. In a 

said: “I started from the 

rest and have failed to gras; 

ideological nature of the novel 

historical materialism I am 


various articles criticizing me.””'' Sub- 


extended seil-crivucism ad 


‘ a mor 
errors in interpreting classical literature 
viCcw and expressing h 5 
his methodology By the 
ed over Yu P’ing-p 
hamber had blown over 
l and literary 


pl ilosop! Ca 


main target of attack 


The Attack on Hu Shih 
I that Hu Shih’s ideas are attacked and 


are believed to be still shared 


intellectuals. One writer pointed 
Jih Pao, December 9, 1954 
Ch’'ing Ch'u Hu Shih Ti Fan Tung 
Remove the Remaining Poison of Hu 
Philosophy), Jen Min Jih Pa November 


liscussion mecting, Peking, October 24, 1954 
ng Ming Jih Pao, November 14, 1954 
P March 15, 1955, as translated in Current 
No. 325, April 5, 1955 
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out that Hu’s political ideology “perished with old 
China, but his academic ideas and his pragmatism still 
18 


exert considerable influence upon our intellectuals. 
Another added: 


The influence of Hu Shih's reactionary political, cultural and 
social views is manifest in our, social and historical research 
work. His ideas lead people tc discern only individual phe 
nomena in history and society 
Hu Shih’s influence has not been completely removed 
We must continue and persist to struggle against the im- 
ide alism 
perialists are using to enslave the people of the world 


perialistic and thoroughly icactionary which the 


Hu Shih's ideology is a type of bourgeois-imperialistic ideology 
which in the past has sought to obstruct the Chinese people's 
mocratic revolution and now it may again obstruct the work 
slism. Therefore to repudiate the idcology of the Hu 


sue is still necessary : 


Leading the attack against Hu Shih is the joint 


presidium of the two literary organizations mentioned 


ibove. It was pointed out by those attending the meet 


hat to criticize “bourgeois idealism” in the study 


the novel “we must further develop all-out criticisms 
reactionary ideology of Hu Shih.’ Following 


ad of the literary organizations, the Chinese 


ademy of Science and the Chinese Writers Union 


] / 


olved jointly to convene discussion meetings to 
Hu’s political, philosophical and historical views 

From the end of December 1954 to February 1955, 
fteen such meetings were held, six of which were de- 
o the 


tical views, one to his History of Chinese Phil- 


“discussion” of Hu’s philosophy, one to 
and seven to his interpretation of the Dream 


Red Chamber 


bsequently, a great number of articles on Hu 


bourgeois ideology” appeared in the Chinese 


Jen Min Jih 


in the month of January 1955 alone carried no 


unist newspapers and periodicals 


than ten special articles attacking Hu Shih. Later, 


ollection of anti-Hu Shih articles was published in 


three volumes 
umpaign against Hu Shih’s ideas soon spread 
universities and local literary organizations 
yout the country. The Language Department of 
Peking University, lor example, organized three dis 
ion groups to examine Hu’s works on literature 


Early in 1955 the propaganda department of the Com 


unist Party organization in Kiangsu Province: illed 


Wang Jo-shui, op. cit 

14 Hu Sheng, “Wei Shen Mo Yao Pi Pan Hu Shih 
Yu P'ing-po, Hu Feng Ti Seu Hsiang” (Why We Have to 
Repudiate the Thoughts of Hu Shih, Yu P'ing-po and Hu 
Feng in Heuch Hei (Study Magazine, monthly April 2, 
1955 

15 Kuang Ming Jih Pao, December 19, 1954 

16 Hsueh Hei, March 2, 1955, p. 22 
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more obnoxious. Mao Tun said that his 
was more deceptive and more harmful than 
of Hu Shih because “he uses the Marxist 


The publication of charges against Hu Feng has 
brought to light the existence of a deep rift within the 
Communist and left-wing writers. The pub- 

shed record shows that as far back as the war years 
in Chungking, Hu Feng was already violently opposed 


ranks of 


to the official policy regarding literature and writers. 

He was resentful of Party control. He spoke bitterly 

of “five swords hanging over the heads of writers”; 

among them is the demand that writers must have 

the “world revolution viewpoint,” and must undergo 
eiorm 

ther evidence against him, Jen Min Jih Pao 

ill for Hu Feng’s friends and associates to 

rsonal letters which they had received from 

oh the 

as might be brought to light. It published 

thirty-four letters on May 13, 1955 


vears so that anti-Party and anti- 


ts from sixty-eight letters on May 24 and 
ection of excerpts from sixty-seven letters 
The excerpts show that he had littk 

the official Party spokesmen and for the 
writers who meekly accepted the dictation of 
He called the Party bosses by such con- 
“the Mandarin Jackets,”"** “these 


sometimes he simply used 


©erms as 

“the bigwigs” : 
them.” In one letter, he compared himself 
| (locked in a cage) whose roars elicited 


all from the spectators 


In another, he 
found it difficult to temporize with the 
He repeatedly urged his friends to keep up 
spirit and to resist the political pressure 


d to kill the creative spirit of literary 


he was, Hu Feng found himself help- 
might and fury of the Party organiza- 
withstand the onslaught of an organized 
ndful of the fate of such top-rank Com- 
Kao Kang and Jao Shu-shih, he capitulated 


te a self-confession. His long confession 


My Self-Criticism,” began with the following 


current campaign against bourgeois 

lize my grave error. The root of my 
revolutionary character and viewpoint 

reecoisic for those of the working class 

me to] neglect the viewpoint of the working 

unce of Marxism and in viclation of Chairman 

, 


literature and art. In working style and in 
2 long time rejected thought reform on 


ivalent of “stuffed shirt.” 
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lacked the spirit of self-criticism, separated myself from the 
masses and scorned collective organization.”’™ 


He went on to confess that he had quoted the words 
of Mao Tse-tung but distorted their meaning and that 
he had stubbornly clung to his petty bourgeois viewpoint. 
Now, he declared, his eyes had been opened and he 
realized that all workers in literature and art must 
undergo thought reform and must learn to serve the 
people by the study of Marxism and by actual par- 
ticipation in the class struggle. He concluded with a 
pledge to reform himself under the direction of the 
Party and with the aid of continued criticisms by his 
comrades, 

The directors of the purge were, however, unwilling 
to forgive him. They were determined both to take 
this chance to get rid of a foe who had been troubling 
them for years and to use Hu Feng as the vehicle for 
a needed purge in literary cricles. Although Hu Feng’s 
cenfession was written in January 1955, Jen Min Jih 
Pao did not publish it till four months later. When it 
finally came out in the May 13 issue of the paper, it 
was accompanied by a long article by a former as- 
sociate of Hu Feng who quoted from the thirty-four 
private letters to prove Hu Feng’s anti-Marxist and 
anti-Party activities extending over a period of twelve 
years. The confession itself was preceded by an editorial 
note explaining that the paper had purposely held up 
the publication of the confession in order that the 
readers might be able tc read at the same time the 
irrefutable evidence contained in the article based on 
Hu’s own Ietters. The editor emphatically declared 
that the confession was unacceptable and that the at- 
tacks must continue 

Radio Peking announced on May 26, 1955, that Hu 
Feng had been relieved as editor of Jen Min Wen Yi 

People’s Literature and Art) and as delegate to the 
7 


People’s Congress He was also expelled from the 


Chinese Writers Union. A later report charged that 
he was a member of a counter-revolutionary clique 
using art and literature as camouflage for criminal 
det ds 


imperialists 


He has also been called an agent of the 


Attacks on Hu Feng Elements 

The campaign against Hu Feng did not cease with 
his arrest and banishment from public life. It continued 
in a widespread hunt for “Hu Feng elements.”” Among 
the better known victims of the purge was Liu Hsuch- 


wei, one time head of the Art and Literature Bureau of 


33 Jen Min Jih Pao, May 13, 1955 

34 Young China (Chinese daily, San Francisco) May 27, 
1955 

35 The Chinese World (San Francisco) June 16, 1955. See 
also the New York Times, June 14, 1955 
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them of any will to struggle against their oppressors 
Moreover, Liang had stated in one of his books that 
neither European democracy nor Soviet Communism 
be practicable for China, thus leaving no doubt 
as to his opposition to the proletarian revolution. 


would 


further supported his charge of reactionism by 
ng’s views on rural reform. In proposing his 
of rural reform, Liang had said that it was 
a better rural program than the 
ist program. This showed, said Feng, that he 
fight against the Communists for the leader- 


to have 


the peasantry and that his clear purpose was 


the “anti-landlord revolutionary peasant 


t under Communist leadership” with a re- 
peasant movement supporting the landlord 
rthermore, in advocating that the intelligent- 
d go into the villages and become one with 
ntry, Liang was also fighting with Chinese 
sts for leadership over the intelligentsia. 
itic whose name is known in the West 
ne-ch’ao. a 
n the 


recognize the importance of the class strug 


prominent sociologist. His 


main similar to those made by Feng 


se society, opposition to Soviet Communism, 

of a rural movement to compete with the 

f the Chinese Communist Party and serving 
f the landlords and the in perialists All 
ology, said Wu in 
July 11 


an article in Jen 
1955) springs from idealism; 


ning’s thought is no exception 


in Jen Min Jih Pa 


’s anti-industrialization views. The basis 


August 10, 195 


tion is a quotation from Liang’s Theori 
effect that the 


nstruction to the eco- 


truction of China must begin with rural 
ind that the development of agriculture 


way for industrialization. According to 


the article, although Liang said a few 
thinking had undergone some modifi 
“liberation” of China and although 


ionger possible for him to advox atc 


movement, there has been no basi 
reactionary viewpoint, He has, it was 
recent occasions expressed the view that 


suffered too much and that it would 


—_ 
down the industrialization program 


ns an enemy of Communism and of the 


The Ideological Struggle 


I} ht reform is a continuing process in Com 


1. It is directed at the entire population, 
the in- 


espe vf ially 


not only because they are the molders of 
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mn idere d 


unportant for 


public opinion but because their traditional philosophy 
and outlook are, to the Communists, a barrier to the 
new “proletarian ideology.” Two groups of intellectuals 
have received special attention in the thought reform 
process: the college professors and scholars, and the 
writers and artists. The controversies over the Dream 
of the Red Chamber, the ideology of Hu Shih and the 
deviationism of Hu Feng should be understood in 
relation to the larger and continuing program of thought 
reform or what the Communists call the “ideological 
struggle.” 

At the same time, the latest phase of the thought 
reform is also closely related to the vast purge that is 
going on in Communist China. A few months ago 
came the surprising announcement of the purge of two 
top Communists, Kao Kang and Jao Shu-shih, and 
their associates for “anti-Party” and “anti-state” ac- 
tivities. Since then, the Chinese mainland has seen not 
only a large-scale Party purge but also a nation-wide 
purge of The 
of P’an Han-nien, Shanghai’s deputy mayor, as a “coun- 
clearly shows that the 
began with the liquidation of Kao Kang and Jao Shu- 


“counter-revolutionaries.” recent arrest 


ter-revolutionary” purge which 
shih is still continuing 

There are understandable reasons for the purge. On 
the Communists have undertaken to 
Along 


enterprises, 


positive side 
ed up the nation’s advance toward socialism 

the development of industries as state 
they have 


agriculture by 


demanded the “socialist transformation” of 


means of co-operatives and collectives 


nd the transformation of private industry and com- 


into state-private joint enterprises to be con- 


This 


they have repeatedly declared, must entail an 


merce 


lled by the state “socialist transformation,” 


ntecnsive 

program ol “socialist education” so that the Pp ople 

will accept the Marxist proletarian ideology and ap 
the significance of socialism 


On thi the Communists have encoun 


ed obstacles in their plan. Peasants, industrialists and 


negative side, 


rchants have resisted the “transformation” and [failed 


to see the advantages of socialism. They cling to the 


“bourgeois ideas” of private ownership and profit 


themselves with 


They 
According to Cor 


making. They do not readily identify 
he Communist Party and the new stat 
nthusiasm for socialism 
logic, the root of the trouble lies in the entre: 
bourgeois ideology.” Hence a renewed effort is 1 
stamp it out. 

Meanwhile indications 
Several of the faller 


expectations. They have been criticized for ineffi 


there are other 


state enterprises have 
ency 
waste and even corruption. They have failed to fulfill 
production plans and quotas. The five-year plan is not 


These failure th Com 
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seli-directing, many of them (such as the Church of 
Christ in China and the Episcopalian Church) having 
organized autonomous churches completely independent 
of the mother churches. Others, such as the churches 
1 by missions of the American Methodist Church, 
| officially a part of the mother church, had 

of local autonomy 
n Catholic Church theory of course did not per- 
a development and in China, as in othe: 
a hierarchy which 
Rome 


sing number in this hierarchy, reaching up t 


this Church was under 


} 


ts ultimate sanction from However 
iding the archbishops and one cardinal, were 
so that the indigenization here, except for the 
requirement of submission to Rome, could be 


con parable to that attained in the Protestant 


the church program itself was a wide- 


of activities in schools, 


hospitals and 
were able to bring the Christian 
far beyond the range of the church 
The contribution which these in- 
to social progress in China during 


is incalculable 


Christendom in China also had its in- 


urches, organizations which had grown up 


of any mission board. These we: 


n by groups that had seceded from the 
tablished churches and they continued to re 
although as they 


from these churches 


miy established they began to reach 


-Christian community about them 
Jesus Church and 


Little Flock 


name of Meetinghouses 


were the True 
known as the though 
preferred the 


ink aS major Genomimations 


and a half of the Communist 


dical change in this picture 
issionaries had returned to their 
who remained continued t 


the church 


aiteration 


program in 
Funds con- 
ibroad and the schools and hos 
the cor 


Kort an 


1 Con unist impact upor 


their services 


ito the 


ran to make itself felt in 


missionaries wer 
inancial connectior 
ff. All the hospital 
government and in 
munist health and educationa 
however, it 


parsonacecs were 


in accordance with the an. 
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nounced Communist policy of “freedom of religious 
belief.” 

This does not mean that the Communists were con- 
tent to let the churches go their own way. By this time 
a new overall organization (the “Christian Three Self 
Movement”), in some ways parallel to the 
National Christian Council, had been set up, its 
avowed purpose being to remake all church life into 
a pattern sympathetic to the present regime. The Three 


Reform 


Self part of the name referred to Self-government, Self- 
support, and Self-propagation, an ideal which the 
Protestant churches had long emphasized, but it was 
now used to mean that the church must stand upon 
its own feet and cut off all relationship with the “im- 
West. 

The leader of this movement was a Y.M.C.A 
tary, Y. T. Wu. Mr 


family but he was converted to Christianity in college 


perialistic” 
secre 
Wu came from a non-Christian 
and thereafter became very active in Y.M.C.A. work 
For a while in the 1930's he was a leader in the Chi- 
nese branch of the pacifist Fellowship of Reconciliation 
but later renounced that viewpoint. During the school 
year of 1937-38 he studied at Union Theological Sem- 
inary in New York, where he was much influenced by 
Reinhold Niebuhr and Harry Ward. After hi: 
to China he was appointed Literature Secretary of the 
National Committee of the Y.M.C.A 
set to work to raise the level of the literature published 
He edited several 
books and pamphlets on social questions, none of them 
of the 


return 
and immediately 


the Association Press series of 


Communist but rather reflecting the position 


iistian social gospel in America. One of his last 


jects before Liberation (a task which was never 

was the translation of one of Rauschen- 
h’s books on the social gospel He also during this 
od published translations of works by such Ameri- 


Fosdick 


biblical interpretation 


and Goodspeed in 
During the 


scholars as Lyman 


d of latter 
{ the war and in the immediate postwar pe riod 
all confidence in the Nationaliet regi: and 


vas prepared to welcome the Communist victory 


The “Three Self Reform" 


This then was the man who became th 
Three Self Reform Movement. The 


s been a very close connection between 


the new 


f this Movement and the Government, so it 

supposed that it was the Communist Party itself which 
chose him for the task of remolding the thinking of 
Chinese Protestant Christians. But however that may 


be, he threw himself with enthusiasm into the task 
It was a task which required much more than moral 


suasion for its accomplishment. The close tie with the 
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sponsible position in any of the Protestant churches of 

China today who has not made himself acceptable to 
the Three Self Patriotic Movement. 

the “unacceptables” a few have been singled 

imprisonment, such as Methodist Bishop W. Y 

piscopal Bishop Kimber Den, China Bible 

cretary Baen Lee, Evangelist Ku Jen-en, and 

ently Evangelist Wang Ming-tao. Others have 

ed under house arrest or allowed to live in 

such as Dr. T. C. Chao, the outstanding 

who was made one of the vice-chairmen of thx 

vuncil of Churches at Amsterdam in 1949 (a 

which he later resigned under Communist 

President Y. G. Chen of Nanking University 

«chow Methodist theologian C. T. Yang. As far 

ywn, no ordained Protestant minister has been 

though numbers of Roman Catholic priests 

influential Christian laymen are reported 

suffered that fate. 


Position of Chinese Christians 


be asked how 


honestly to uphold such a government as 


it is possible for Chinese 


Communist regime in China. It is blatantly 
d upon a philosophy which no Christian 
It is intolerant and terroristic, denying 
basic freedoms of the human spirit. Its 

the technique of distortion and the 

announced aim is the ultimate abolition 
s influences from the life of man 

Christian who lives in China today there 

the question. The Communist Gov- 

government. He is not free to stand off 

the impartial position of a spectator 

“the powers that be are ordained 

nd actually is used to impress upon 

that it is their duty to be loyal to 

presented by its present government 

strong nationalistic appeal, and for the 

entury China has a strong and 

which is im process of giving the 

of great strength and influence in the 

surprising, then at this constitutes 

entive toward a giance. Then again 

of the most destructive warfare, the 

nt has finally brought internal peace 

iolence and chaos that would be 

any attempt to overthrow the 

so distressing that a Christian 

deem it his duty not to think 

nd finally there is very real social 

progress to which the patriotic Chinese 

justification for the socialist policies 


nent. Comprehensive public health and 
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educational programs are under way, great public 
works projects for the control of the Yangtze, the Han 
and the Yellow Rivers are being carried out, and vast 
new industrial plants are being built up. 

Thus it is possible for Christians to consider it ther 
duty to cooperate loyally with the government. Y. T. 
Wu im an article in Tien Feng (a Christian weckly 
published in Shanghai) has compared the Communists 
to the Good Samaritan. From the religious standpoint 
the Samaritan in Jesus’ parable was a heretic, not hold 
ing the faith in the true God which the priest and the 
Levite had, but by caring for the man in need he 
showed himself a true though unconscious son of the 
Father. Again he compares the Communists to the 
econd of the two sons in that parable of Jesus where 
the father tells his two sons to go work in the vine- 
yard. The second said he would not but then actually 
did so. So in their words the Communists repudiate the 
call of religion, but in their deeds they obey it. 


This line of argument has not convinced the whole 
Chinese Christian body, for it is evident that there is 
considerable passive resistance to the program of the 
Three Self Patriotic Movement. The latter still finds 
it necessary to hold denunciation meetings against op- 
ponents within the church and these opponents are still 
being subjected to arrest and imprisonment. One of the 
most widely known evangelists in China, the Rev. Wang 
Ming-tao, was arrested at his home in Peking on August 
8, 1955. and this action seems to have touched off a 
whole series of arrests in Peking and elsewhere. It is 

iificant that in the denunciations of Wang Ming-tao 
which were published in the church press of Shanghai 
nd Hankow during June and July, just prior to his 

st, he was not charged with any counter-revolu 

nary activity that would warrant arrest but merely 
with refusal to cooperate with the Three Sclf Patrioti 
Movement 

The Rorman Catholic Church has also had coun 
terpart of the Protestant Three Self Patriotic Mov 
Move- 
Several 


ent. The endeavor in the Catholic Three Sel! 
ment is to break al] connection with Rom« 

ars ago the Papal Legate (Monsignor Riberi) was 
expelled from the country with great fanfare and many 
bishops and priests, both missionary and native, wer 
imprisoned. “Progressive” bishops and priests have been 


favored by the government to the extent that al! of the 


rather extensive Catholic property in the country has 


been placed under their control. The “progressiv: 

Vicar General of the archdiocese of Nanking, Li Wei- 
kuang, although already excommunicated by the Pope 
continues to exercise control of Catholic property and 
official activities in the whole of the lower Yangtze 
valley. In Peking, where the bishop would not conform 
an obscure “progressive” bishop from Luan was brought 
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into the city and pror t iful of “pr ’ sion of new members, though in smaller numbers 


gressive” priests, took , vities in than formerly. For example, three local churches 


i 


the Peking and Tient f the large hanghai baptized a total of one hundred new mem- 
churches in Peking front door the 1954 Christmas season. And 
“Sino-Catholic Cl priest h * withdraw from this n 
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culture has been slower. By the fall of 1954, about 60 
percent of the nation’s 110 million peasant households 
were reported to be engaged in some sort of agricultural 
cooperative work. Most of the households, however, 

members of mutual-aid teams, the most rudi- 
mentary form of cooperation. As Table 2 shows, only 2 
percent of the total households were in actual coop- 
eratives of a semi-socialist type. By the spring of 1958 
their number is expected to rise to 50 percent. Un- 
doubtedly it will require two additional five-year plans 
to gather the entire peasantry in full-fledged collectives 
of the Soviet type 
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While food crops recorded at least a little progress, 
production of cotton, the chief industrial crop, has been 
declining in the last two years after having reached a 
peak in. 1952. However, the estimate of a good harvest 
in 1955 is that the 1952 level will be restored. To make 
up for the shortage of cotton in the textile industry, 
China was forced to import the fiber, notably from 
Egypt, in 1953 and 1954. 
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Some of the most important advances in China's 
economy have been made in the field of transportation 
Major railroads are under construction in the north- 
western part of the country. A new railroad between 
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